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11.  (C)  Charge  delivered  ref tel  demarches  to  Italian  MFA 

Secretary  General  (and  G8  Sherpa)  Giampiero  Massolo  on  June 
112.  Ambassador  Massolo  said  that  Italy  would  do  its  best 
within  the  constraints  of  its  limited  development  assistance 
budget  to  assist  Pakistani  IDPs  and  to  respond  to  the  U.S. 
appeal  to  G8  members  to  strengthen  food  security  by 
committing  to  increase  agricultural  development  assistance  at 
the  G8  Summit  in  L'Aquila  (Refs  A and  B).  Italy  shares  the 
U.S.  goal  of  a robust  Leaders'  Communique  at  the  Major 
Economies  Forum  on  Energy  and  Climate  (MEF)  at  L'Aquila,  but 
recommends  that  G8  Leaders  start  thinking  of  a way  to  use  the 
G8  Summit  itself  as  a "face-saving  event"  if  the  emerging 
economies  continue  to  block  progress  on  the  Communique  at 
Mexico  City  (Ref  C).  He  also  noted  Italy's  desire  to  have  PM 
Berlusconi  "say  a few  words"  as  host  of  the  MEF  and  hoped 
that  President  Obama,  as  chair  of  the  MEF  event,  would  be 
amenable  to  this.  Finally,  Massolo  agreed  to  lobby  IAEA 
Board  Members  in  support  of  Amano ' s candidacy  for  the 
Director  General  position  (Ref  D). 

Pakistani  IDPs 


112 . (SBU)  On  aid  to  Pakistani  IDPs  (Ref  A),  Ambassador  Massolo 
said  Italy  supports  Pakistan's  efforts  to  confront  extremists 
and  provide  aid  to  those  displaced  by  the  conflict.  Italy 


will  do  its  best  under  difficult  budget  circumstances  to 
respond  to  the  UN's  revised  appeal  in  May  for  USD  543  million 
for  Pakistan's  over  two  million  internally  displaced  persons. 

(Note:  As  reported  in  Ref  E,  Italy  has  pledged  Euro  760,000 
in  emergency  aid  and  "in-kind"  humanitarian  supplies; 
however,  a more  robust  response  is  being  hindered  by  the 
Berlusconi  government's  decision  to  cut  its  2009  development 
assistance  budget  by  as  much  as  66  per  cent  over  that  of 
12008  . End  Note) . 

Food  Security 


13.  (SBU)  Massolo  said  that  Italy  supports  the  U.S.  initiative 
to  launch  a G8  commitment  at  L'Aquila  to  strengthen  food 
security  by  increasing  agricultural  development  assistance  by 
USD  15  billion  over  three  years  (Ref  B),  but  again  noted  that 
Italy's  meager  development  budget  and  the  dire  global 
economic  situation  would  pose  a challenge  to  the  GOI  as  it 
seeks  to  free  up  funds  for  an  appropriate  commitment. 

Major  Economies  Forum 


14.  (SBU)  Turning  to  the  Major  Economies  Forum  (Ref  B), 
Massolo  said  Italy  shares  our  concerns  and  is  pushing  for  a 
strong  Leaders'  Communique  at  the  L'Aquila  meeting.  China  in 
particular  needs  to  be  brought  on  board,  and  the  process 
needs  to  be  conducted  in  such  a way  as  to  avoid  "exposing  a 
divide  within  the  G8 . " Massolo  agreed  that  in  setting 
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benchmarks  for  progress  at  this  MEF  we  should  not  "put  the 
bar  lower  than  Toyako,"  but  cautioned  that  G8  leaders  may 
need  to  consider  using  the  rest  of  the  G8  Summit  itself  as  a 
"face  saving  event"  if  emerging  economies  continue  to  block  a 
strong  MEF  Communique.  He  also  noted  PM  Berlusconi's  desire 
to  "say  a few  words"  at  the  opening  of  the  MEF  session  in  his 
capacity  as  G8  and  MEF  host,  and  hoped  that  President  Obama, 
as  Chair  of  the  event,  would  be  amenable  to  this. 

IAEA  Elections 


15.  (C)  Massolo  confirmed  the  Italian  offer  to  lobby  IAEA 

board  members  in  favor  of  Ambassador  Amano ' s candidacy  and 
said  he  would  look  into  our  request  to  focus  lobbying  efforts 
on  Germany,  India,  Ireland,  Romania,  and  the  UK.  Post  will 
follow  up  at  the  working  level  and  report  septel  on  the 
results  of  Italian  efforts  as  they  become  available. 
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